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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES, EXPENDITURE ON POSTAGE, AUDITING 

2567.  Mrs C.L. Edwardes to the Premier; Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal Affairs; Science; 
Citizenship and Multicultural Interests 

For each Department and agency under the control of the Premier, including the Ministerial office - 

(a)  what was the monthly expenditure on postage for each of the financial years 2001/2002, 2002/2003 and 
for each month, to date, of the current financial year; 

(b)  what was the value of stamps purchased; 
(c)  what was the value of ‘franked’ items posted; and 
(d)  when was the last time that postage expenditure was audited? 

Dr G.I. GALLOP replied: 

I am advised that: 

Department of the Premier and Cabinet (including Ministerial offices) 

(a)  

 2001/02 2002/03 2003/04 

    

July 16,328.56  13,720.39  37,841.60  

August 87,694.47  17,311.35  16,777.52  

September 16,947.62  31,586.46  17,938.24  

October 21,847.09  50,459.65  8,224.58  

November 17,659.60  38,251.64  20,021.19  

December 16,906.58  15,384.55  11,129.31  

January 15,173.03  17,932.89  18,244.62  

February 12,607.03  15,987.26  15,457.18  

March 8,322.75  16,241.10   

April 17,556.86  15,094.31   

May 12,698.65  11,261.69   

June 34,693.05  97,315.00   

(b)-(c)  The Department’s accounting system does not separately identify expenditure in respect of stamps 
purchased and franked items. Therefore the requested information is not available. 

(d)  All expenditure, including postage, is subject to periodic testing under the Department of the Premier 
and Cabinet’s internal audit program in accordance with Part XII of the Treasurer’s Instructions 
accompanying the Financial Administration and Audit Act 1985. 

The latest Internal Audit of Expenditure was completed on 17 June 2003. The testing indicated that 
there were adequate controls in place over the Department’s postage expenditure. 

External review of departmental transactions, including postage expenditure, is also undertaken by the 
Office of the Auditor General as part of that Office’s audit cycle. 

Anti-Corruption Commission 

The Anti-Corruption Commission has provided the following information: 

(a)  Monthly expenditure  

 

 2001/2002  2002/2003 
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$ $ 

July -  188.51 

August 50.80  58.76 

September 1842.51  1965.78 

October 115.51  192.01 

November 164.47  184.94 

December 140.10  106.69 

January 188.72  93.02 

February 55.81  110.98 

March 181.58  189.08 

April 108.69  51.13 

May 280.16  83.92 

June 36.81  239.47 

 

Total 

 

3165.16 

  

3464.29 

 

(b)  No stamps are purchased. 

(c)  No postage is franked. 

(d)  Postage expenditure is reviewed each month. 

Governor’s Establishment 

(a)  2001/02 $3,696 and 2002/03 $5,858.  
$2,241 total for YTD as at 29 February 2004. 

(b)  Nil 

(c)  As in (1) above. 

(d)  July 2003. 

Office of the Public Sector Standards Commissioner 

The Commissioner for Public Sector Standards advises as follows: 

(a)  

 2001/02  2002/03  2003/04 

July 682.48  68.42  155.90 

August 4324.84  53.43  30.06 

September 352.63  2583.66  44.58 

October 184.30  2047.38  121.22 

November 349.84  36.19  41.19 

December 926.62  83.56  337.36 

January 1196.27  107.75  22.22 

February 109.56  104.77   
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March 1666.02  0   

April 108.69  419.68   

May 71.18  80.21   

June 80.57  4697.95   

 $10,053.00  $10,283.00   

(b)  Nil 

(c)  Nil 

(d)  Unknown 
 


